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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

It's June already, passing years gone by.  I think this 
is been a busy, and so far, productive year for 
Northwest Woodturners.  I think the most impor-
tant aspect of the new club activity is the return of 
the club classes.   

The sharpening class was very successful and well 
attended.  Also, I hope, of benefit to the members 
that attended.  We have another class coming up in 
June:  a chainsaw class.  We had the great, good fortune to get Dale Larson as 
the instructor.  I will be there to help with matters of chainsaw maintenance, 
safety, use and sharpening, but when it comes to the reading of wood for 
preparation of turning blanks, Dale is the master.  I'm looking forward to the 
class and I appreciate Dale's willingness to share his expertise with us.  You 
will find more information about the class on page three of this newsletter 
and on the club website. 

I just got back from the Woodcraft vendors’ trade show in Louisville, Ken-
tucky.  Because I have equipment to carry I chose to drive.  It's a long way to 
Kentucky.  But, I enjoyed the drive, and got to see parts of the country I have-
n't visited for many years.  The show was interesting.  All the companies that 
sell directly to Woodcraft, including Doctor’s Woodshop, were represented.  
It was a very large room full of nothing but woodworking tools.  And none of 
them were for sale if you can imagine that.  My notion that wood turning is 
the fastest growing segment of the woodworking hobby (as stated by Fine 
Woodworking magazine) was confirmed by the number of vendors displaying 
materials related to woodturning. 

The show was fun and I learned a lot.  I also got to talk to Nick Cook, who was 
the first demonstrator to agree to come to the 2017 Oregon Woodturning 
Symposium.  No, it's not too far away to start thinking about 2017.  So far, in 
addition to Nick, Binh Pho and Stuart Mortimer have agreed to demonstrate.  
The rest of the slate is yet to be filled out, but we have contacted Jacques Ve-
sery and Dixie Biggs.  Already, the 2017 edition of the Oregon Woodturning 
Symposium is shaping up to be a good one. 

I will see you all at the June meeting. — Mike 
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JUNE MEETING PROGRAM —  MICHAEL FERREIRA 

The presenter at our June meeting will be Michael Ferreira www.visionsinwood.com.  He creates art using 
wood, and will share with us how he creates his unique color finishes. 

People who see his vases and other pieces often mistakenly think they are glass or glazed ceramic.  The 
pieces he displayed at last month's Gathering of the Guilds were stunning, and anyone looking at them 
could only say "How did he do that".  We are extremely fortunate to have him at our meeting this month to 
find out how he does it. 

Michael has been designing for 24 years.  After completing an industrial arts program at Palomar College at 
San Marcos, California, where he created some award winning furniture pieces, he begin creating museum 
quality reproduction furniture, mainly 18th century American.  At a much later date he became fascinated 
with contemporary design, and changed his focus from 
furniture to creating art from wood in a very different 
way.  Over a ten-year period color took over, and wood 
has become a means to create a shape in sculpture as 
an underlying basis for his art.  Color has become the 
impetus for the art itself. 

His work resides in US cities as well as other countries 
including Canada, Australia, Austria, Scotland, England, 
the Netherlands, China and Japan.  Currently the Third 
Dimension Gallery, Kamuela, Hawaii represents his 
work. 

GUILD DAY AT ROCKLER —  SATURDAY, JUNE 20 

Rockler is bringing back their Guild Day.  Members of local woodworking groups do demonstrations at the 
Rockler store.  It's a good way to raise visibility and advertise the club.  Unfortunately, I am not available 
that day.  I've done the demo in past and it is a lot of fun.  Anyone interested in demonstrating at Rockler 
get in touch directly with Chris Nilluka, Manager, at 503-672-7266 or store17@rockler.com for more infor-
mation.  Thanks.  – Mike Meredith. 

SÖREN BERGER AT CASCADE WOODTURNERS JUNE 18-20 

Sören Berger has been a woodturning artist for over 35 years.  His studio is in New Brighton, Christchurch, 
NZ (http://sorenberger.co.nz/).  He is regarded as one of the leaders of his craft throughout the world, and 
is known for turning thin walled lamp shades and multi-axis spoons among other things.  Sören will demo 
at Cascade’s regular meeting on Thursday, June 18, and then present an all-day demo on Friday, June 19, 
and a hands-on class on Saturday, June 20.  Please visit www.cascadewoodturners.com for more informa-
tion on how to register for the all-day demo and hands-on class.  

http://www.visionsinwood.com
mailto:store17@rockler.com
http://sorenberger.co.nz/
http://www.cascadewoodturners.com
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REFINE YOUR SKILLS CLASS —  WOOD SELECTION AND PROCESSING  

 Date:  Saturday, June 13 
 Time: 9:00 – 1:00 
 Location:  Oregon City (directions to follow) 
 Instructor: Dale Larson 
 Price:  $50 plus price of wood; 
  $80 for non-members (includes a discounted NWWT membership) 

Space is limited, so signup today on the “Events” page at www.northwestwoodturners.com! 

Summary 
This will be an exciting hands-on class that will teach how to read your wood and cut it for  specific projects 
such as bowls, platters, hollow forms or spindle work.  We are fortunate to have Dale Larson (Past Presi-
dent of AAW) leading the class with a few other experienced turners helping out.  You will leave the class 
with wood that you have cut for specific projects and an understanding of how to safely use a chainsaw. 

Agenda 

 Chainsaw safety guidelines, preventing kickbacks, etc. 
 Chainsaw maintenance – sharpening, safety checks, chain maintenance 
 Securing logs for safe cutting in the field 
 Reading the wood before you cut – finding figured wood, reading the grain, crotch, burls, etc. 
 How to make optimal cuts for bowls, platters, hollow forms and spindles 
 Hands on cutting – we will have 2 or 3 stations, each with an instructor where you can cut your own 

wood. 

What to Bring 

 Chainsaw – Bring your own or we will have extras to share.  If you bring your own, we will give it a 
thorough safety check (don’t forget gas and oil). 

 Eye and hearing protection – Required for any hands on work – strictly enforced. 
 Wood – You can bring your own wood or order it before the class.  Details on ordering wood will 

follow. 

This is the second in our “Refine Your Skills” series of classes.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Roger Crooks at nwwt.rogercrooks@comcast.net. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

NWWT Library Wagon Jargon.  Last month flew by, did you notice?  This month's article will be Jargon from 
my memory.  The Library Wagon has a fantastic supply of useful material and no-one should be restricted 
from its full supply every month.  So, the message is:  RETURN THAT ITEM!!! 

Now for "Wings of Fury".  For those who have seen it, you know....disaster lurks behind every lathe, waiting 
to strike out at anyone who violates any simple rule of safety.  Now, it is clear to me that you may be con-
fused.  I do not think my bowl is a disaster.  In the process of working on the bowl, I broke my left index fin-
ger using a "Termite" tool.  You know, the long tool with what looks like a weird router bit stuck into the 
end and secured with a set-screw.  The hole is to be used in the left-right position, whereas if the hole is  

 (continued on next page) 

http://www.northwestwoodturners.com
mailto:nwwt.rogercrooks@comcast.net
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LIBRARY NEWS (CONTINUED) 

"looking up" a catch of proportionate magnitude is imminent.  THAT position should never even be thought 
of, and disaster awaits any who doubt my first hand experience sending me to the ER in a hurry.  When I 
came into the house from the shop, all I could muster to say was "MEDIC"!!!  My wife knows all too well 
what that means, a band-aid at least is needed ASAP.  Well, after waiting for my finger to set in a plastic 
cast, and after a few attempts to turn again with unwanted pain, I waited and waited about 6 weeks – 
seemed like forever.  Then the turning attempt contin-
ued.  I glued the two halves together the best I could, 
glued the base back on, set it in the chuck, and turned on 
my newly acquired Jet 1221 variable speed, short-bed 
lathe.  I went very carefully and finished most of it with 
80 grit, 2-inch power sanding pads and an electric drill.  
The two inch sanding pads are easy to change grits all the 
way to 1000 grit.  The finer grits are glued up on disc 
pads and work great.  The dust collection system is al-
ways running with the blast gate open while turning and 
sanding.  In addition I use a small clamp-on fan in front of my face to blow the dust into the dust port.  The 
dust is transported by a big tube out of the shop into the tiny attached shed that houses the dust collector.  
I do not like the taste of fine dust and I am confident that dust will cause as much irritation to the lungs as 
smoking after 20 years of breathing it.  Do what you can to avoid inhaling dust.  So, what is the point?  
Safety and good health to all and to all a good night.  Keep those turnings on the lathe, and when that dad-
gum thing flies who knows where, for safety sake, eye protection and/or a good impact resistant face 
shield.  A wise man once said, “if you are not having fun, YOU are DOING it WRONG”.  Do it right, safe and 
have fun. 
 — Denvy Larson, Librarian and Raconteur  

MAY PROGRAM —  BILL GIFFIN  

Bill presented a rather unique demo that combined turning and surface deco-
ration.  He brought with him a truckload of various tools, paints, dyes and 
such. 

Staring out on the lathe with a previously turned sphere, he showed how he 
used his homemade sphere cup holder to securely hold the sphere without a 
tailstock so he could make surface decorations with simple parting tools, or 
gouges.  By rotating the sphere in random directions, he would cut in various 
designs, some of which would overlap the others for dramatic effects.  A 
small crack in his sphere holder at the end made this part of the demonstra-
tion a bit more exciting than planned but fortunately he was about done with 
turning. 

Moving to his art table, Bill showed a number of different techniques.  Star-
ing with a high powered home built burner and hand-made tips, he showed a 
variety of pyrographic techniques and designs, some which generated impressive flames and smoke.  Using 
different tips and heat settings, a variety of designs were made in the sphere. (continued on next page) 
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MAY PROGRAM —  BILL GIFFIN (CONTINUED)  

Moving on to his rotary tools (Dremel-like tools), he showed both low speed and high speed tools to make 
a variety of surface decorations using various tips that are available.  The low speed tools have more power 
for removing more wood (shaping) while the high speed tools were better for fine details. 

Next was a power carver to again make different types of surface decorations around the sphere.  Hand 
tools could also be used here but it would take more time and energy.   

Lastly, he showed how to use special paints and dyes to color the decorations and talked about the advan-
tages of one type over the other.  Time did not allow much in-depth discussion of this huge topic but the 
overview gave everyone an idea of where to start. 

He ended up with a rather hodgepodge design but obviously you would not use all these techniques in one 
piece.  It was a fun and informative demo covering a lot of topics in one short hour and gave everyone a 
great overview of different options one could use to enhance their work.  Thanks Bill!  

 – Roger Crooks  
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MAY CHALLENGE WIINERS —  TWO OF A KIND 

 
The Editor thanks Barb and Richard Hall for photographing the Challenge and Show-n-Tell pieces. 

 

 

Miguel Hernandez 
Lidded Hollow Forms 

Laburnum 
5” Tall 

 

 

Roy Ackley 
Candle Holders 

7” Tall 
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MAY SHOW-n-TELL  

 
The Editor thanks Barb and Richard Hall for photographing the Challenge and Show-n-Tell pieces. 

Stephen O’Guin 

Bowl w/Floating Foot 
Chinquapin, 5.5” dia. 

Pen, 6” long 

Sushi/Soy Sauce-inspired Bowl 
Black Walnut, 3.5” dia. 

Roy Ackley 
Large Bowl Gouge Handle, 19” long 
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MAY SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED) 

 

Mike Webb 

Right:  Walnut Burl Bowl, 8.5” dia. 
Below:  Spalted Holly Bowl, 6” dia. 

Roger Crooks 
Anniversary Platter, 8.5” dia. 
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UPCOMING 2015 SYMPOSIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 Creativity in Woodturning Symposium and Workshops with Richard Raffan presented by Woodturners of Olympia 
July 25-29 and August 1-2, 2015 
Lacey, WA 
Symposium, Saturday, July 25, 2015, 7:45-5:00, Registration $100 prior to June 1, $120 after June 1 $100 
Workshops on July26-29, 2015 and August 1-2, 2015 
 Workshop # 1 Basics Revisited: Sunday, July 26, 2015.  Cost $150 
 Workshop # 2 Bowls:  Monday, July 27, 2015.  Cost $150 
 Workshop # 3 (Boxes:  Tuesday & Wednesday, July 28 & 29, 2014.  Cost $250 
 Workshop # 4 Basics Revisited: Saturday, August 1, 2015.  Cost $150 
 Workshop # 5 Bowls:  Sunday, August 2, 2015.  Cost $150  
For more information or to register visit:  http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org/2015-symposium.html 

SWATurners Symposium 
August 21-23, 2015 
Waco Convention Center, Waco, TX 

16th Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium 
September 18-20, 2015 
Loveland, CO 

Turning Southern Style XXI Symposium 
September 18-20, 2015 
Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention Center, Dalton, GA 

2015 Expressions in Wood Exposition 
October, 2015 
Eau Claire, WI 

Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild 
October 9th-11th, 2015 
Higher Ground Conference Center, Harrison, IN  

The world's largest and most inclusive woodturning 
event attracts more than 1,500 guests from all over 
the globe. 
Featured demonstrators include:  Mark Baker, Stuart 
Batty, Jerry Bennett, Michael Brolly, Christian Bur-
chard, Nick Cook, David Ellsworth, Lyle Jamieson, 
Steve Kennard, Craig Kirks, Alain Mailland, JoHannes 
Michelson, Pascal Oudet, Joey Richardson, Avelino 
Samuel, and Mark St. Leger. 
Selected demonstrators include:  Richard (Rick) An-
gus, Jack Brown, Kip Christensen, Jason Clark, Barbara 
Dill, Cindy Drozda, Dick Gerard, Ashley Harwood, 
Stephen Hatcher, Jerry Kermode, Hubert Landri, 
Janice Levi, David  Lindow , Ted Sokolowski, Jason 
Swanson, Neil Turner, Molly Winton, and Tim Yoder. 

For more details visit http://www.woodturner.org/?page=2015Pittsburgh  

http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org/2015-symposium.html
http://www.woodturner.org/?page=2015Pittsburgh
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Other Woodturner Clubs 2015 Meetings and Programs 

Please visit the individual club websites to verify the information presented below. 

Cascade Woodturners (Portland, OR) (www.cascadewoodturners.com)  
3rd Thursday, 6:45 PM at the  Willamette Carpenters Training Center,  
4222 NE 158th Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

June 18:  Sören Berger (Boxes) 
June 19:  All-day demo with Sören Berger 
June 20:  All-day demo with Sören Berger 
July 16:  Dan Tilden (Scoops) 

Willamette Valley Woodturners (Salem, OR) (www.willamettevalleywoodturners.com)  
2nd Thursday, 6:30 PM at the Salem Center 50+, 2615 Portland Rd, NE Salem, OR 97303 

May 14:  Darren Wellington (Box Making) 
June 11:  Sören Berger 
June 12:  All-day workshop with Sören Berger 
June 13:  All-day workshop with Sören Berger 
July 9:  TBA 

Beaver State Woodturners (Eugene, OR) (www.beaverstatewoodturners.com)  
4th Thursday, 6:00 PM at the Woodcraft Store, 1052 Green Acres Rd, Eugene, OR 97408 

June 25:  TBA  

July 23:  TBA 

Southwest Washington Woodturners (Vancouver, WA) (www.southwestwashingtonwoodturners.com) 
4th Wednesday, 7:00 PM at The Friends of the Carpenter’s Center, 1600 West 20th St, Vancouver, WA 

June 24:  Wood Auction 
July 22:  Sara Robinson (Spalted Wood) 

Woodturners of Olympia (Olympia, WA) (www.woodturnersofolympia.org)  
4th Thursday, 6:30 PM at the Thurston County Fairgrounds, Carpenter Road SE, Lacey, WA 

June 25:  TBA 
July 25:  Creativity in Woodworking Symposium featuring Richard Raffan 
July 26-29 and August 1-2:  Hands-on Workshops with Richard Raffan 

2015 LOCAL EVENTS 

Frogwood 2015 
hosted by The Pacific Northwest Woodturning Guild 
August 19-23, 2015, at Dale Larson’s home and shop, 5010 SE Regner Road, Gresham, Oregon 
The Pacific Northwest Woodturning Guild is hosting its 8th annual three-day collaborative event to explore the fusion of wood-
turning, metalworking, textiles, and other art mediums.  This event is geared to artisans with solid skills and a good sense of 
design; those who are ready to explore new avenues of artistic expression by sharing their vision and their efforts with others 
who work in a different style or medium.  You will meet new artists, open yourself to new ideas, and work with new materials.  
Overall, you will develop a greater creative diversity of knowledge, skills, and experience. 
For more information e-mail Jerry Harris using the Contact Us! form, or visit:  http://woodturningguild.com/what-is-frogwood/ 

http://www.cascadewoodturners.com
http://www.willamettevalleywoodturners.com
http://www.beaverstatewoodturners.com
http://www.southwestwashingtonwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org
http://woodturningguild.com/pnwgwp/contact-us/
http://woodturningguild.com/what-is-frogwood/
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2015 NORTHWEST WOODTURNERS MEETING SCHEDULE AND PROGRAMS 
1st Thursday at 7:00 PM 

The Multnomah Arts Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219 

Date Program Challenge 

Monday, January 12 Derek Weidman (Multi-Axis Turning) none 

Thursday, February 5 Joe Cornett (Finishes & Finishing) Segmented Pieces 

Thursday, March 5 Barb Hall (The New NWWT Web Site) Multi-Axis Pieces 

Thursday, April 2 All (Compare your Early and Recent Work) Eggs 

Thursday, May 7 Bill Giffin (Sculpted Spheres) Two-of-a-Kind (Matching Pieces) 

Thursday, June 4 Michael Ferreira (Unique Color Finishes) Hollow Forms 

Thursday, July 2 TBA Reassembled Bowls 

Thursday, August 6  TBA none 

Thursday, September 3 Christian Burchard Winged Bowls 

Thursday, October 1 Jim Hall (Ornaments) Carved or Textured Pieces 

Thursday, November 5 TBA Holiday Pieces 

Thursday, December 3 TBA TBA 

 NOTE:  Sign says 
“Multnomah Center” 

 Multnomah Arts Center 
7688 SW Capitol Hwy 
Portland, OR 97219 

MAP TO THE MULTNOMAH ARTS CENTER 7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219 
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LOCAL WOODWORKING STORE JUNE 2015 DEMOS 

Date Demo Location Time 

06/06 Dado & Coping Jigs Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

06/06 What’s New at Woodcraft Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

06/06 Carving by Jim Tharp Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

06/13 Small & Large Box Spline Jigs Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

06/13 Router Basics Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

06/13 Relief Carving by Debby Neely Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

06/20 Thin Rip, Cove & Taper Jigs Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

06/20 Upcycle Event – Chalkboard Paint Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

06/20 Carving Hands and Feet by Wayne Holdahl Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

06/27 CNC Shark Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

06/27 Building an Adirondak Chair Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

06/27 Whimsical and Fanciful Kinetic Art by Wayne Haack Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Many other fine classes and demos are available from these local stores: 
Rockler, Beaverton, 503-672-7266, http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/or/portland-store 
Woodcraft, Tigard, 503-684-1428, http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=312 
Woodcrafters, Portland, 503-231-0226, http://www.woodcrafters.us/  

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/or/portland-store
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=312
http://www.woodcrafters.us/


 

 

 

Page 14 Volume 20, Issue 6 

equipment For sale 

Jet 1642 Lathe, $1500 
2 HP, 2 speed ranges, variable speed.  Approx. 4 
years old; prepped for vacuum chuck attachment 
that allows use of knock out bar.  Drive spur and 
live center included.   
Contact Hamilton Byerly at 503-310-0614. 

GRIZZLY 24" Drum Sander G1066, $900 OBO 
Includes new roll of sand paper.  
Main motor:  5HP, 220V, single phase, 3450 RPM 
Feed motor:  ¼ HP, 220V, single phase, 1720 RPM 
Drum speed:  2800 FPM 
Feed rate:  11 FPM 
Drum diameter:  6” 
Maximum sanding width:  23½” 
Maximum sanding thickness:  4¼” 
Minimum stock:  1/8” x 9” 
Sandpaper:  6”W x 95½ “L 
Weight:  389 lbs. 
Contact North Woods at 503-357-9953  
or service@nwfiguredwoods.com 

Dewalt Miter Saw Stand DWX723, $150 OBO 
New in box, $200 value. 
Contact North Woods at 503-357-9953  
or service@nwfiguredwoods.com  

Save the Date 
North Woods Warehouse Sale & Open House 

Saturday July 11th, 9-5 
Turning demo with Terry Garros 

Deals 
New stock 

Refreshments and Wine Tasting 

56752 SW Sain Creek Rd, Gaston OR 97119 
503-357-9953.  

mailto:service@nwfiguredwoods.com
mailto:service@nwfiguredwoods.com
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OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS 

 

We encourage our Northwest Woodturners mem-
bers to visit these business partners to find the many 
great products they carry and to stock up on the 
necessary items for your wood turning needs. 

Be sure to remind the sales clerk that you are a 
member of Northwest Woodturners!  Our business 
partners provide NWWT with generous gifts based 
on member purchases. 
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P.O. Box1157 

Lake Oswego OR 97035 

 

 

Membership has benefits!  Show your NWWT Membership Card to receive a discount off your purchase at  
Gilmer Wood,  Rockler, Woodcraft, Woodcrafters, North Woods, Crosscut Hardwoods and Klingspor. 

EDITOR’S NOTES  

All Newsletters can be accessed from the NWWT website www.northwestwoodturners.com.  If you do not 
have internet access, provide me with your mailing address and newsletters will be sent via USPS. 

If you do not receive a courtesy email from me by the beginning of the month indicating that a new news-
letter is available on line, please send me your current email address. 

Submissions to the newsletter are due by the 20th of the month.  Articles, tips, web links, classified ads, or 
other woodturning-related items are welcome. 
 Jim Schoeffel 
 503-591-9066 
 jschoeffel@aol.com 

For other business inquiries contact Northwest Woodturners at: 
 Northwest Woodturners, P.O Box 1157, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 

http://www.northwestwoodturners.com

